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Pikes Peak International Hill Climb Teams with Kids and Adults with Disabilities

Colorado Springs - The Pikes Peak International Hill Climb (PPIHC) has teamed with Special Kids Special
Families (SKSF) to add a bit of the thrill of the race for children and adults with disabilities as well as
foster children from the non-profit organization’s programs. Each of the 25 drivers has been matched
with an individual from either the SKSF Zach’s Place Program that works with children with disabilities, a
foster child from the SKSF Child Placement Agency, or one of the adults with disabilities involved in the
organization’s Adult Services programs.

“The Pikes Peak International Hill Climb represents nearly a century-long history in Colorado Springs and
we wanted to share some of the excitement and recognition the race enjoys with another long standing
and valuable organization in the community,” said Fred Veitch, a member of the PPIHC Board of
Directors and Vice President of Nor’'Wood Development Group. “We knew about the incredible work
being done by Special Kids Special Families to support people with disabilities and added a new member
to our Hill Climb team.”

The first event of the week long festivities for the 93" running of the Hill Climb up the face of Pikes Peak
is a meet and greet luncheon at the Zach’s Place Program facility to connect the teams with their newest
members.

SKSF Executive Director Linda Ellegard said, “The children and the adults from our programs have been
so excited to meet the drivers and be a part of the cheering squad as they watch their racers speed up
the mountain. They all recognize what a special time this is and they are feeling a bit like celebrities
themselves.”

The SKSF designated participants, their families and their care givers have been invited to attend several
of the events during the week and several will have choice viewing spots for the race Sunday. Special
support has been afforded by the PPIHC to recognize the special needs of these individuals as they are
included during the events.

“The Hill Climb is about facing the challenge of the mountain and many of the Special Kids Special
Families participants face their own challenges every day overcoming them with sheer determination
and a bit of support from the organization,” said Kent Rockwell of Rockwell Consulting Inc. and a PPIHC
Board member. “We wanted to recognize the importance of how these individuals win their races, just
like the members of the Hill Climb teams. The SKSF participants do it with the support of the SKSF
programs and their staff.”

About Special Kids Special Families (SKSF): a non-profit umbrella organization with several
unique programs designed to support people with disabilities of all ages from early childhood
through adult as well as their families and caregivers.
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SKSF offers three main programs including:

e The Child and Family Services Program that encompasses Zach’s Place, which is the only
licensed child care facility in the Pikes Peak Region with the focus and training to provide
day care and respite services to children with disabilities;

e Adult Services Program offering day programs and Host Home opportunities for adults
with disabilities; and

e SKSF Child Placement Agency considered a “go-to” agency for foster and adoption
placement for children with disabilities.

For more information about SKSF, call 719/447-8983 or visit SKSFcolorado.org.

About The Broadmoor Pikes Peak International Hill Climb: The Broadmoor Pikes Peak International Hill
Climb (PPIHC) is a long-standing tradition in Colorado Springs and the second oldest motor sports event
in the United States. An annual event since 1916, 2015 marks the 93 rd Running of the “Race to the
Clouds” and the 99 th Anniversary of this historic event. In 2015, the race will take place on Sunday, June
28th with race related events happening throughout the week. Fan Fest, with participation of 35,000+
spectators, will kick off the celebration on the evening of Friday, June 26 th .

The race is run on a 12.42 mile (19.99 kilometer) course that begins at 9,390 feet (2,862.07 meters)
above sea-level and finishes at the 14,115 foot (4,302.25 meter) Summit of spectacular; Pikes Peak —
Americas Mountain. As the drivers climb toward the Summit, the thin air slows reflexes and saps muscle
strength in addition to robbing internal combustion engines of up to 30% of the power they were
capable of at the Start Line. Competitors and vehicles must be in top shape and condition simply to
finish, let alone win. This year’s race features five divisions and seven classes of motorcycles/quads, and
four divisions and eight classes of cars/trucks challenging the fully paved Pikes Peak Highway.

For more information on the PPIHC visit ppihc.com.



